
THIS 16 THE RAN WITH THE
LONGEST BEARD IN THE WORLD

BUCHTER AND MIS WHISKERS
(PROM A PHOTOGRAPH.)
DK BUCHTER is an humble shoemaker
Ashland, O., who ekes out his living

. by serving as sexton, of a local
Presbyterian Church. Working
early and late, seven days a
inferred that he is short
is long in hair. Mr.
trails from his .

seven inches

may

in funds, but then he

. Buchter has a beard that

chin a length of four feet and

"O QV3 .fifty-five inches in all. This beard

V the attention of the cartoonists during

recent campaign. They would have made

a great deal of a man with a beard four times

as long as that of Senator Peffer's.and his Is the

Kansas record.who, despite all his hirsute advantages,

«r has resolutely refused to become, a Populist, but remains a

C standi Republican. Mr. Buchter's remarkable whiskers are jet

r\ ^ black, but they are not at all thick. Scissors have not touched them in

many years. The cobbler derives much recreation in combing the glossy

locks. He has received numerous offers from dime museum managers to flit on

platforms and exhibit the phenomenal chin growth. A week rarely passes that Ashland

is not visited by the representative of some hair restorer, regenerator or vitalizer, willing

to pay handsomely for the Buchter signature to a certificate of the wondrous powers of

the nostrum. To museum managers or nostrum venders he replies: "I am neither a

freak nor a'liar." In fact, Mr. Buchter indulges his vanity or love for whiskers in secret

to a certain extent, for he does not show their full length to the public; nor does he give

the winds an opportunity to play through his rather extended lilacs. On the contrary,

he closely plaits the lower forty inches of the hirsute wonder, and stows the resultant

queue beneath his waistcoat, and to a passer-by only presents the not unusual appear¬

ance of a man whose shirt front is hidden by a luxuriant but not extraordinary crop of

whiskers. This is an arrangement that is quite comfortable in the AVlnter, but a little

unpleasant during the dog days. Mr. Buchter uses no oil or invigorants of any nature.

When he washes this interesting bunch of spinach he uses soft rain water and castile

6oap, but he believes in frequent combing and brushing to keep it in fine condition. It

aas not grown any within ten years. The hair of his head is quite vigorous, and would

probably grow to extreme length did Mr. Buchter not prefer to keep it cut to a conven¬

tional length. Notwithstanding this wonderful vitality of the hair, this Ohio Esau has

never been troubled with neuralgia or head ache leading to insomnia and nervous

troubles,' the usual penalty that nature exacts for a lavish growth of what on a woman

1* called the crown of glory. On the contrary, he is in good health, and a man of intelli¬

gence, who has no other fad 'than the cultivation of a fifty-five-lnch beard.

A hirsute growth of fifty-five Inches, while phenomenal on a man's chin, Is not un¬

usual from a woman's scalp. Fifty-five Inches of hair would not secure a woman a dime

museum engagement or employment in the extensive ranks of the "Seven Blunderland

Sisters," the entire seven of which are frequently on contemporaneus exhibition in as

many cities of the country. A young woman who called herself Miss Clarisse played the

museums in 1891-92, whose heavy growth of aubuVn-tlnted hair swept the platform and

was eighty-six Inches In length. It was very thick, and covered her as a mantle. The

drain on her vitality was such that her face was peaked and wan and at last led to an

attack of brain fever. The wondrous locks were shorn, and Clarisse is now in the ballet

of Eugene Tompkln's "Black Crook" company, a short, curly-haired, plump and boyish
looking soubrette.

Manager Posner, of the Bowery Gaiety Theatre, says that "long-haired people are no

longer drawers." Mr. Posner means that they do not draw people to his theatre. "I

wouldn't give this man with his fifty-five-inch whiskers fifty-five cents a week. He may
bo remarkable in his way, but If it was once given out th:» the museum wanted long-
whisker shows, we would have them by. the hundred In less than a month "

r. Hm

Uncfe Sam's Bug
Scientists Are

Studying,
Flies that kill human beings afford a

novel topic for the Government bug hunt¬
ers. In a bulletin soon to be issued they
tell of one species whose attack Is almost
sure death, and there are several others
which bite man occasionally with fatal re¬

sults. The worst of them all Is the insect
whose young, in the immature stage, are
called "screw worms."

¦this Insect does not bite, but lays its
eggs in people's nostrils, and the little
grubs hatched from them devour flesh,
bone and gristle. The fly Is bluish green!
with a yellow head and three black stripes
on the back. Quite commonly it deposits
its eggs in the nasal passages of sheep,
horses or cattle, or else In open sores.'

ithln a few hours large numbers of
greedy larvae are hatched out and begin to
feed.
Any one who takes a nap out of doors in

warm weather is exposed to the attacks of
this fearful pest. The fly will invade the
nostril and almost instantly deposit its eggs
Before it can be expelled by sneezing or
blowing, it has accomplished its work.
W ithln a few hours the worms are hatched
and they proceed literally to eat out the in¬
side of the victim's head, sparing neither
bone nor flesh. The prospect of cure in
such a case is very dubious.
Dr. Joshua Richardson, of Moravia, Iowa

tells of a patient in whose nostrils a
screw fly oviposited. He soon com¬
plained of trouble in the head,
and his nose and face were
greatly swollen. These
symptoms grew
worse, and the
patient be¬
came

deliri¬
ous. He be¬

gan to discharge
screw worms from

^<1 the nostrils. A chloro-

K. WtO form spray brought away

large numbers of them, so that
in a few hours 125 were removed.

Syringing with strong chemical solutions
was resorted to, but by this time the larvae
had cut their w-'iy into so many recesses of
the nose and w >re so firmly attached that
little could be accomplished.
Finally they began to drop out, dead; but

an abscess in one of the ear passages, due
to Invasion by one or more of the worms,
exhausted the patient so much that he died.
In all, 250 worms were taken away. This
was a typical case. Others closely re¬

sembling it are not of Infrequent occur¬

rence.
The screw fly is mainly a tropical Insect,

but is found all the way from Canada to

Patagonia. It deposits 300 or 400 eggs
within a few moments, and the larvae
hatched from them are whitish footless

grubs, slender and active. They mature In

five or six days, and when full grown they
wriggle off and bury themselves in the

ground, where they are transformed into

chrysalids. Prompt syringing out of nasal
passages with diluted carbolic acid, one

part acid and 200 parts water, should be
resorted to in case of the Infection of a

human being. A physician cannot be sum¬

moned too quickly.
The bite of the tsetse fly, which is na¬

tive to the central plains of Africa, is
sometimes fatal to man. This Insect has
become famous by reason of the slaughter
which it makes among domestic animals.
Its attacks on cattle, horses, mules, sheep,
as well as numerous wild beasts.zebras,
antelopes, buffalos, etc..are deadly In re¬

sult. Consequently the territory which It

occupies is well-nigh uninhabitable by
man. Nothing worth mentioning is known
of the life history of this destructive fly.
It is said to have invaded Australia re¬

cently, and the prospect of its reaching
America may well be regarded with alarm.
In this country the most dreaded of all

Insects are the "buffalo gnats," whose bites
are occasionally fataf to human beings.
They do Immense damage among horses,
cattle, and other domestic beasts. Their
life habits are very odd, the young ones

passing the early stage of their existence
under water, usually in running streams.
Sometimes hundreds of domestic .animals
are killed by these gnats in a single par
isl>.
In 1874 the loss occasioned in one county

WARFARE ANTWHERE IN THE WHOLE WORLD.
for several hours the wounded man has a

chance of recovery. In such cases it has
been found that a large dose of spiiits,
sucking the wound and keeping the suf¬
ferer continually in motion, may save his
life. The natives of Borneo, however, re¬

gard the sting of the sumpitan arrow in
the same light as the bite of a cobra,
thinking it to be equally deadly.
The sumpitan, says Dr. Furness, is used

by the Dyak warriors in open battle, when
they can throw a veritable shower of pois¬
oned darts upon their enemies. But it is
much more to be dreaded when the head-
hunter is in ambush, and then the boldest
warrior shrinks from the encounter.
Unseen, the headhupter can lie In the

tangled thickets and take careful aim at
his enemy. The sumpitan makes no re¬

port, gives out no smoke to indicate Its
position, and the dart flies silently on its
deadly errand. The only intimation of the
presence of an adversary is the slight tap
witli which the dart strikes its mark.
In all the range of ^ethal weapons there

is nothing so remarkable as the sumpitan
in these respects. Nothing which modern
science has Invented Is equal to it in the
nolselessness with which it does its deadly
work.
The sumpitan has a greater range and

liner precision than the bow and arrow.

Compared to it the bow and arrow is a

noisy, clumsy weapon that exposes the man
who uses it, as he is compelled to stand
up to fire.
The man with a rifle, on the other hand,

auuounces his presence and prccise loca¬
tion the moment lie fires. The only weapon
comparable to the sumpitaiy in novelty Is
the boomerang of the Australians. That,
too, exposes the man using it, and its flight
is so slow that it cannot only be heard, but

it can be seen to approach by its victim,
thus giving him warning in time.
The proficiency acquired by the head-

hunters in the use of this remarkable
weapon Is astonishing. They began practis¬
ing its use at an early age.
Dr. Furness says that he has seen- a

headhunter with one of these weapons
split the edge of a leaf 100 feet away, and
strike a small object every time. Dr. Fur¬
ness says the natives of Borneo seem to use

but little exertion in blowing the sumpitan.
The theory upon which this strange gun
works, acquiring great range and force,
can be understood by any one who has
studied ordnance. The force is not impart¬
ed to the projectile of the sumpitan by a

single blow, but it continues its course
down through the sixteen feet of the bore,
gathering force at every inch. During the
whole of this time the warrior expends the
entire force of his powerful lungs upon the
dart, and it leaves the muzzle at terrific
speed.
The bore is so fine that less than a third

of the capacity of the lungs is required to
fill it, even with compressed air. The
needle-like dart is so small that it offers
but little resistance to the outside air, and
being carefully balanced and poised, it
continues its flight in a straight line just
as if it were a bullet that had been fired
from a rifled gun.
A boy using a pea-shooter upon precisely

this principle can send a bafl of putty luto
the fourth-story window of any tall New
York City house. A headhunter of Borneo
seeking one of the horrid trophies with
which they ornament tbeir homes and dec¬
orate their persons can bring down his
victim at a distance of nearly a quarter of
a mile.
The Borneo headhunters when aimins at

an enemy with tlieir deadly blow gun
draw a bead on his heart, if that is pos¬
sible, The gun is so long and slender jthat
it is easily sighted. Experienced warriors
know to a fraction of an inch precisely
what amount of elevation to give the gun
and what allowance to make for windage.
At short range the trajectory of the dari

Is comparatively flat. Heavier darts are

used as the range Increases. If, however,
it is Impossible to strike a victim over the
heart, when the dart will penetrate and in¬

stantly kill, then it is sought to hit the
thin part of the skull on the temple or back
of the ear.

The headhunters have studied their
grewsome trophies so well that they know

exactly where the skull is thinnest. Tat¬
tooed Skulls, of which Dr. Furness has
brought back a number to this country, are

set up as marks for the Borneo boys 10

practise on with the sumpitan. The sharp-
pointed dart blown by a lusty Borneo war¬

rior easily penetrates the skull, and the
unhappy victim instantly sinks to the
ground.
The sumpitan is generally used in the

forest, where there is little wind. But
when .ihe range of the gun crosses an open
space where wind is blowing, a winged
dart, with short feathers along the butt, is
sometimes used. This secures greater pre¬
cision of aim.
Other darts have heads of the barbed

bone of the stlng-ray flsh, which snaps off
at a touch and remains In the wound. Oth¬
ers have separate heads made of wood,
which become detached as soon as the shaft
is pulled.
The weapons acquired in Borneo by Dr.

Furness will be placed on exhibition In the
museum of the University of Pennsylvania.

in Southwest Tennessee was estimated at
$500,000. In 1882 the gnats appeared In
immense numbers in Eastern Kansas,
Western Tennessee and Western Mis¬
sissippi, and the damage they did
added greatly to the distress of the
inhabitants of that part of the country
caused by unprecedented floods. Again, in
1880, they came in immense numbers,
spreading through the entire Mississippi
Valley.
The buffalo gnat is dark brown, and in

size somewhat less than a mosquito. After
alighting upon its victim, it never quits its
hold unless removed by force. Its poison
is astonishingly powerful, and the effect
of it on animals is much the same as that
of rattlesnake venom on human beings.
The beajst attacked usually dies within a
few hours.
The famous "black fly" of the northern

States has long been known as a torment
to travellers and to domestic animals. It is
a pest even more formidable than the mos¬
quito. In sub-Arctic regions of this conti¬
nent it opposes a barrier against travel. Its
bite is very severe, leaving a clot of blood
to mark the spot attacked. Very little is
known about the life history of this dread¬
ed insect, which occurs throughout the
greater part of the British provinces, ex¬
tending its range southward into the
mountains of northern New England.
There is no doubt, however, that, like its
near relatives, ,the buffalo gnats, it breeds
under water. Evidence points to the con¬
clusion that the larvae live in swift-run-
ninjr streams.
The "horse flies" or "gad flies" are a veryinteresting family of insects, some of them

being among the largest of the great order
of diptera. The females have powerful
mouth parts and use them to inflict pain¬ful bites upon cattle, horses, and other
animals. Man dotes- not oscape
Their big heads are composed
almost wholly of eyes,
which are of brilliant
colors. These in¬
sects occur in .,^1^

r world,
torturing

alike the ele-
V' phant and lion of

the tropics and the rein-
deer of the Arctic. Over

1,300 species are known, and of
. 1 these 150 are found in North America.
Their bites are painful, but seem to be not
at all poisonous.
An important place in the list of insect

plaguers is occupied by the Hippelates
flies of Florida, Alabama, and Texas. These
minute gnats are closely related to the
well-known flies that propagate eye dis¬
ease in Egypt. They seek at all times to
enter the eye, wishing to drink the moist¬
ure, and thus are excessively annoying.
But the worst of it is that they go from
sick eyes to. well ones, and so carry infec¬
tion. In same districts they have created
veriable epidemics of the Egyption "trach¬
oma ".an eye complaint most distressing
and well nigh incurable. Also they seek
sores, ulcers, etc., and scatter contagion
from them. There is no use in trying to
kill them, because they are too numerous
Very little is known of the life history of
this pest, but probably it breeds on the
stems of reedy plants or in decaying reeds
along the shores of lakes and marshes.
The United States, as is shown by this

new bulletin, enjoys a greater variety of
venemous flies than any other country. Sev¬
eral thousand species have been put on the
Government black list.
The bulletin about to be issued on this in¬

teresting subject is by L. O. Howard, Gov¬
ernment Entomologist in Chief, and his
principal assistant, Mr. Marlatt.

CANT SPEND
HIS WEALTH.

An heir to Mions Serv¬
ing a Life Sentence

in San Quentin
Prison.

Serving a life sentence In gloomy San
Quentin Prison is a man who is heir to
a fortune so large that If he were free he
might live in luxury the remainder of his
life. His name is Fred L. Wood, and the
Illinois Supreme Court has just declared
that the will in which his father, a mill¬
ionaire Chicagoan, disinherited him, is not
valid.
Unless the Governor Interferes he must

serve out his sentence, for fortune will not
be able to penetrate the thick stone walls
that surround the strongest of California's
places of confinement.
Wood was always a ne'er-

do-well. From early boy¬
hood he showed signs
of a criminal na-
t u r e and
desire t o
avoid

'
those

ways that
tend tonward a

- iv» life of ordinary rec-
titude. The result was

that, though given everyWC advantage which money couldV afford, he dipped into crime at an
early age, and his father was constant¬ly embroiled in efforts to extricate him

from the meshes of the law, Into which his
evil deeds continually cast him.
As he grew to manhood he became more

and more wedded to crime, with the nat¬
ural result that his father cast him off,
and refused to have anything further to do
with him. He saw the inside of a num-
ber of the Illinois jails, and served a
short term in the penitentiary at Joliet for
robbery.
At all times when at liberty he tried to

extort various sums of money from his
father, and upon failure to do so Indulg¬
ed in the most blood-curdling threats, de¬
claring that he would take the lives of
the entire family if his repuests for money
were refused. All this fell on deaf ears,
however, and the wayward young man
finally left Illinois, which had become too
feverish a locality for nlm to live In, and
began a career of crime that took him
through a majority of the States of the
Union.
He was arrested innumerable times, and

for all sorts of offences, serving various
terms of imprisonment therefor, and finany
landed In California. Here, in a saloon
brawl, he fatally Injured a man, was tried,
convicted of manslaughter in the first de¬
gree, and sentenced to San (juentin prison
for life.
, Four years ago his father, Alonzo C.
Wood, died in Chicago, and in his will dis¬
inherited the convict. In the document
disposing of his property the father said:
"During his boyhood and early manhood

I gave him more advantages than I 'ever
gave the other children. But all my love
and care for him only seemed to make him
more wicked and reckless. It is my ex-

press desire that he shall have nothing
whatever from my estate, and I make this
statement that there may be no question
as to my intention not to leave my son
anything."
The news of his father's death and the

disposition of the fortune reached Wood
through friends, and after a short time he
secured a lawyer and Induced him to be-
giii a contest to have the will declared In¬
valid. Those who would profit by the
fact of Wood's disinheritance fought the
contest vigorously and secured an imposing
array of counsel to handle their side of the
case.
The trial resulted in favor of Wood. The

heirs under the will appealed the case, and
finally it went to the Supreme Court,
which has just affirmed the decision of the
lower court. The Supreme Court says that
a man cannot disinherit a child by simply
saying he does not wish to leave him any-1
thing. He must, in addition to doing this,
give the property to some one else. This
was the fatal defect in the will. No other
errors were named.
Wood takes his good fortune complacent¬

ly, and is very sanguine that he will yet
escape the full punishment which the law

has decided he must suffer for his crime.
In a letter dated San Quentin, he says:
W. R. Hearst, New York Journal:
Nothing has been proved against me In

five years of litigation before the courts,
which was the place to prove such charges
as are made against me. The law is that
where nothing is proven, there is no cause

to disinherit. That is the judgment of the
Supreme Court, and it is final.
Evidence must be produced before any

man is supposed to enter a defence. I do
not seek notoriety in the least, and I do
not make this statement with that pur¬
pose in view. My business interests are
in the hands of attorneys.

F. L. WOOD.
The statement in Wood's letter that his

interests are in the hands of attorneys is
correct, with the e. iion that mpre than
his business intere*' In such a condi¬
tion. Strenuous r^ort is being made'm
have his case come before the prefer au¬
thorities, in the hope of securing at least
a commutation of his sentence, if not a
pardon.
Wood is one of the model convicts of San

Quentin, and has none of the surliness or
hopelessness of demeanor which oftentimes
characterize "lifers."

15 A BIG WAR JUST ABOUT DUE IN THIS COUNTRY 1
GENERAL NELSON a. MILES, in a recent report to the War Department, adduced

reasons In support of liis contention that the army of the United States should
at once be increased that puts wars in the category of comets and other thing?

that return at regular intervals. General Miles seems to think that we are bound to
have a war just so often, and that a fully developed war is due here about this time, or
in the immediate future.

And a strange fact is that not only the history of the United States, but of almos
every other country, proves that General Miles is right. No nation ever enjoyed continu¬
ous and uninterrupted peace.

As you turn back the pages of history you find a war occurring just
about so many times during every century in every country on
the globe. There is no exception to this rule.

No country has ever passed through a century of ex¬
istence without a war As a matter of fact, the
wars average about three for each century in
every country, and sometimes, as you examine
history, you will find an extra war or two
thrown in for good measure. France has
been particularly lucky in this respect,
having had enough wars on hand dur¬
ing the time of Napoleon to keep , ,

her general average above that of /VV
every other country, even had
continuous peace succeeded ,

Waterloo. / "O
The United States, too,

makes a good showing in
the war category. For the
number of years this coun

try has been in existence
we have done almost
enough fighting to have

acquired the war habit,
which sometimes afflicts
nations just as the
liquor habit afflicts men.

,The statistics of
wars show that they
are always succeeded by
by peace. These peri¬
ods of peace, as history
shows, average a little
more than a quarter of
a century In duration,
and it is now well to re¬
member that over thirty-
one years have passed since
the last great war in this
country closed.

It is known that wars

are n9t an unmixed evil.
They do some good. There
are even people who main¬
tain the abstract theory
that a good, lively war is one of
the best things that can happen to

any country.
War arouses patriotism. It puts money

into circulation, as during such times nations
are compelled to accumulate debts, trusting to
the piping times of peace to pay them off. The
United States Government spent over $2,000,000 per

day during the civil war, and we have been working to pay
this debt off ever since.

Wars give every man a chance, open roads for rapid advancement
put glory within the reach of genius, arouse stirring and ennobling passions
and brace and strengthen the manhood of "a nation. Just as the Malthusian theory shows

that the human rack increases faster than its own capacity to feed itself, and that a sur¬

plus male population necessarily arises during times of profound peace, so wars come

along like plagues to briijg back nations to their normal condition. These are some of
the facts which philosophy teaches.

History shows that this great general law that all nations become restive under long-
continued peace and seek refinement in war has manifested itself with almost mathemati¬
cal exactitude. Within the past hundred years this nation, on the whole, has been pe¬
culiarly fortunate In the matter of warfare with foreign powers, the international strug¬

gles outnumbering the others, and these, with the exception of the civil war of 1861,being comparatively insignificant.
Thirty-six years elapsed between the Revolution and the 1812 war, and thirty-four

years between the latter and the war with Mexico. The war against the Barbary Statesin 1803 was a small affair, and can hardly be dignified by classing it among international
war3.

Fifty years have elapsed since the Mexican war, and nearly thirty-two years 6incethe close of the civil war. The Mormon struggle of 1856 was brief, and the various
Indian wars, while ferocious, were of short duration. Within the past century

England has had'more wars than any other nation, the bulk
of them being due to the British thirst for conquest and terri¬
torial aggrandizement. Her wars, aside from these, are not

numerous. Napoleon was responsible for the long strug¬
gle between 1798 and 1815; then there was a lapse of a

score of years, when the war with Spain broke out.
Eighteen years passed, and then came the Cri¬

mea, and since then her many struggles have
been with the tribes of the countries in
Asia and Africa that she has swallowed.

Germany had the war fever badly
in the decade bounded by 1860 and
1870. It had Napoleon to contend
with seventeen years between 1798
and 1815, and this strife satiated
the material spirit of the nation
until 1848, when the Prussians
battled with the Danes. Six¬
teen years later the Teutons
again battled with their Dan¬
ish neighbors, and with sucb %
marked success that the
Germans thirsted for new
foes to conquer, and for a
time satisfied their desire
by the seven weeks' war
with the Austrians In the

Summer of 1866.
The German war spir¬

it was then at its height
and eager to revenge it¬
self upon the French for
the many defeats admin¬
istered by Napoleon. But
Bismarck held the nation
in check until the perfec¬
tion of military strength
could be realized. Then,

when France threw down
the gauntlet in 1870, and

the vainglorious Napoleon
III. imagined that he would
repeat the triumphs of his

uncle, the united Germans
made haste to accept the chal¬
lenge, and in six minths di¬

vested France of Its martial
glory. Since 1870 Germany has

practically had peace, and with the
exception of colonial uprisings, like the

recent rebellion in Madagascar, France
has been at peace for the corresponding

period. Of course, France has been the victim of in¬
ternecine strife mamy times during the pust century,

out these are merely an eccentricity of the French people.
Aside from the conquest of Algiers, in 1829, the Njfroleon wars

and the struggle of 1870 with Germany, France's only other war was her
part in the Crimea of 1854, when, with Turkey and England, she allied herself against
Russia
Russia has had peace since the Turco-Russian war of 1876. France and Germany

since the Franco-Pussian war of 1870, Austria since the Italian war in 1861, the United
States since 1S65, and England since the Afghan and Zulu wars of 1S78-79, excepting the

present Soudan campaign and her other Egyptian quarrels. Thus, with the variation of
a few years, all of these nations have had peace for about a generation.

During the last half cefatury peace societies in this country and abroad have been
formed with the object of forever preventing war.
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